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Anthropology Weighs In On the Marriage
Debate in New Public Journal

Open Anthropology is the newest publication of the American Anthropological
Association (AAA). It is a digital-only publication that will be provided to the public
free of charge.

In providing this journal to the public, AAA is alerting its members and other
interested audiences that it is committed to examining new approaches to journal
publishing, and that some of these potential options include “open access” models
for in-demand content.

In its inaugural issue, Open Anthropology editor Alisse Waterston (John Jay
College, CUNY) curates AAA’s finest articles on marriage and other arrangements.
In the issue’s ten articles and two book reviews, Waterston provides a cross-cultural
sampling of the anthropological research on the subject. Waterston notes that in this
issue, “Cutting through the nonsense thought and dangerous talk, anthropologists set
the record straight on marriage and other arrangements.”

Content in Open Anthropology will be culled from the full archive of AAA
publications, curated into issues, and will be freely available on the internet for a
minimum of six months, permitting any users to read, download, copy, distribute,
print, search or link to the full text of these articles. Each issue will be dedicated to
topics of interest to the general public, and that may have direct or indirect public
policy implications. “We hope that Open Anthropology will help make anthropology
and anthropologists more visible outside the academy and expand our role in
important social issues and policy discussions” says AAA President, Leith Mullings.

Open Anthropology is available at www.aaaopenanthro.org.
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Founded in 1902, the American Anthropological Association is the world’s largest
professional organization of anthropologists and others interested in anthropology,
with an average annual membership of more than 12,500. The Arlington, VA —
based association represents all specialties within anthropology — cultural
anthropology, biological (or physical) anthropology, archaeology, linguistics and
applied anthropology.
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